
 

“When a man 

moves away from 

nature, his heart 

becomes hard.”   

—Native American Proverb 
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THE PARKS REP0RT 

 

#TheMagicOfPlay #GetOutside 
 

Reserve a Birmingham Park and Recreation facility or park for 
your event by calling 205-254-2556, M-F, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. You 
may reserve space at the Birmingham Botanical Gardens by  
calling 205-414-3908 or 3909. 
 

 

VENUE:                  OCTOBER REVENUE: 
 
Botanical Gardens              $9,683.57 
Recreation + Sports Facilities              $16,569.00 
Open Park Reservations          $9,625.00 

Park Board Leadership 
 

Commissioners of the Birming-

ham Park and Recreation Board 

voted to return Montal Morton 

and Carly Miller to their        

respective leadership roles as 

president and vice president of 

the governing body of city 

parks. The other members are 

Larry Cockrell, Ronald Mitchell 

and Councilor Carol Clarke. 

October Revenue Totaled $35,877.57 
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l to r: Shonae’ Eddins-Bennett,  director,  

Montal Morton, president, Carly Miller, 

vice president 

Rhodes Park 
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The Old Gray Lady Reigns  
 

In an era when all is disposable and new and 

shiny equates to better, Legion Field Stadium 

stands as testament to a time when huge foot-

ball personalities roamed the sidelines at 400 

Graymont Avenue West. A time when every 

boy dreamed of making the game-winning 

score at the Old Gray Lady—before God, 

country and Keith  Jackson. 

Birmingham was known as the ”Football Capital of the 
South” and most every football Saturday TV stations 
beamed contests from Legion Field to homes across 
the globe: legendary names like  Namath, Sullivan to 
Beasley, Stallworth, Bo, Stabler, Humphrey, Bear and 
so many more. 
 

Today, Birmingham Park and Recreation and        
Legion Field play host to the annual Magic City    
Classic, the largest HBCU classic in the    country, 
pitting the Alabama A&M University Bulldogs against 
the Alabama State University Hornets. 
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Parks October Maintenance Report 
 
FYI: The Parks Maintenance Crew cleaned 4,698 acres of green 
space, cut 852.48 acres of grass, removed 2,431 bags of litter and 
disposed of 10, 112.8 tons of debris in the landfill. 
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Best of Friends 

Betts Johnson, left, director of    

membership and service at Rotary 

Club of Birmingham, and Jane Reed 

Ross, landscape architect at GMC, are    

enthusiastic about the transformation 

the Rotary Trail green space has 

brought to the mid-town area. 
 

“The trail really is a destination for 

people to come to and enjoy being 

outside,” said Jane. “It’s where    

community comes together.” 
 

Jane was the project landscape       

architect for the design of Rotary 

Trail, and Betts, among her many  

other contributions, brings    together 

service projects that give citizens the 

opportunity to help maintain the    

Rotary Trail’s beauty and usability. 
 

The Best of Friends celebrates        

ordinary citizens who make extra-

ordinary contributions to the parks     

system.  
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DID YOU KNOW… 

Mrs. George B. Allen was awarded a $50 prize (approximately 

$775 today) for the  winning suggestion to name the then soon-to-

be-built municipal stadium Legion Field, as a memorial to the war 

dead of Birmingham and a tribute to those still living who served 

during the World War. The stadium opened November 19, 1927. 

Next Best Thing to Augusta? 

Just east of downtown sits historic Roebuck Municipal Golf 

Course, a gem of a 71-par golf outing showcasing tight, tree-lined  

fairways, and challenging greens. The well-maintained course,           

affectionately known as “Roegusta”  to locals, rewards good iron 

play. Two of the more legendary names associated with the course 

over time are  Bobby Jones, who won his first tournament there at 

age 13 and Coach Bobby Bowden, who returned home annually to 

host a round with friends in his eponymous golf tournament.  
 

Take an unspoiled walk in history by calling 205-836-7318. 
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